New York Community Media Alliance
2008 Election Initiative

Why there are caucuses and primaries in the United States and what are the differences
between them? How does the electoral process work? Who do strategists target and why?
What should your readers know? Why is it significant to inform immigrant readers about
the U.S. elections? What election issues should matter to immigrants?

FIND OUT!

WHAT: “HOW TO COVER THE ELECTIONS”

WHEN: January 22, 2007, from 2 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

WHERE: The Fund for the City of New York, 121 Avenue of the Americas, 6" Floor,
New York, New York (Take 1 to 7" Avenue and Canal Street, or the A. C, E to Canal
Street and walk two blocks north on 6™ Avenue)

Guest Speakers:
David Birdsell, Dean of the School of Public Affairs (SPA), Baruch College

David’s work centers on the nexus of communication, media, and information technology
in politics, government, and nonprofit administration. He studies access to public access
to information technology advises cultural and governmental organizations on technology
policy. He has created more than 20 executive programs in collaboration with community
partners to improve the quality of public leadership.

An expert on political debating and author of four books and more than 30 articles,
chapters and foundation reports on communication theory and practice, David is a regular
guest commentator on debates and other aspects of political communication for local,
national, and international television and print media. His work has been supported by
many funders, including the Clark Foundation, the Pew Charitable Trusts, the IBM
Endowment for the Study of Business and Government, the Lyndon Baines Johnson
Foundation, the New York Community Trust, the JPMorgan Chase Foundation, and the
Markle Foundation.

David serves on New York City’s Broadband Advisory Commission and chairs the
National Association of Schools of Public Affairs and Administration’s Committee on
Executive Education. He serves on the Advisory Board of the Computer Center for
Visually Impaired People and the Media Advisory Board for the National Campaign to
Restore Civil Rights. He received his BA and MA degrees from the University of
Virginia and his Ph.D. in Public Communication from the University of Maryland.

Topics to be discussed:

1.) Primaries, caucuses, and conventions: the current state of the nominating process;
2.) Presidential debates in the primary and general elections;



3.) The Electoral College; and
4.) U.S. media coverage of presidential elections.

Ron Hayduk, Associate Professor of political science at the Borough of Manhattan
Community College of the City University of New York (CUNY).

Hayduk has written about American politics in the areas of voting rights, social
movements, immigration, and race including as author of Democracy for All: Restoring
Immigrant Voting Rights in the United States (Routledge, 2006) and Gatekeepers to the
Franchise: Shaping Election Administration in New York (Northern Illinois University
Press, 2005).

Hayduk is co-editor and contributing author of Democracy’s Moment: Reforming the
American Political System in the Twenty First Century (Rowman & Littlefield, 2002) and
From ACT UP to the WTO: Urban Protest and Community Building in the Era of
Globalization (Verso, 2002), and has also written several book chapters and articles,
including “Race and Suburban Sprawl,” in Surviving Sprawl: Culture. Ecology and_
Politics (2003); and “From Anti-Globalization to Global Justice: A Twenty First Century
Movement,” essay in Teamsters and Turtles?: U.S. Progressive Political Movements in

the 21st Century (2003).

Formerly a social worker, Hayduk was the director of the New York City Voter
Assistance Commission from 1993 to 1996, was an election expert witness in several
court cases, including NAACP vs. Harris following the 2000 election; consulted to
several public policy organizations (Demos, The Brennan Center, The Century
Foundation), and is co-director of The Immigrant Voting Project
(www.immigrantvoting.org). He has appeared on television and radio (including
MSNBC, FOX, Good Day New York, Regional News Network, CUNY-TV, NPR,
WNYC, and WBAI) and has been quoted in national and local newspapers. For more
information see www.ronhayduk.com.

Topics to be discussed:

1.) Elections American-style: why two parties and what are the dynamics of
current election cycle

2.) Challenges and opportunities for immigrant voters (election process),
including new and strict Voter ID requirements, language-access issues (NYC
is required to have all materials printed in four languages — English, Spanish,
Chinese, and Korean — and to have interpreters at poll sites with high numbers
of immigrant voters, and discrimination/harassment

3.) Healthcare, jobs and economy, war and foreign policy, immigration policy are
important issues that candidates are taking positions on. Immigrant voters
need to know where candidates stand on them, so that immigrant voters can


http://www.ronhayduk.com/
http://www.immigrantvoting.org/

have an impact in shaping outcomes and the political agenda (nationally, in
NYS, and then in 2009, in NYC).

There will be Q& A after the lecture.

To RSVP, contact Anthony D. Advincula, communications director and managing
editor for New York Community Media Alliance, at (212) 279-1442, or send an e-mail to
nycomm(@jindypressny.org

H#

NYCMA 2008 Election Initiative: Immigration and Presidential Elections
A Media Workshop

As the presidential election enters a new phase, the debate about immigration appears to
be the key element for immigrant voters to decide who should be the next U.S. president.
While the Republican candidates are vocal about their objection to the legalization of
undocumented immigrants, the Democratic candidates are playing it safe.

This two-hour workshop is specially designed to provide a platform for ethnic journalists
to have an open dialogue with immigrant rights advocates and to analyze the leading
candidates’ views on key immigration issues, such as comprehensive immigration
reform, application backlogs, and quality healthcare and education for immigrants.

Three prominent guest speakers from different organizations will share their opinions on
what information the community and advocates need to empower them in the struggle for
their rights.

WHAT: Why Immigration matters in the Presidential Elections?

WHEN: February 29, 2008, 2 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

WHERE: The Fund for the City of New York
121 Avenue of the Americas, 6th Floor, New York

(Take No. 1 train to 7th Avenue and Canal Street, or the A, C, E train to
Canal Street and walk two blocks north on 6th Avenue)

To R.S.V.P., please contact Ka Chan, communications director for New York
Community Media Alliance at 212-279-1442 or via email at nycomm(@indypressny.or

GUEST SPEAKERS BRIEF BIOS

Aarti Shahani:


mailto:nycomm@indypressny.org

Shahani is a founding board member of Families for Freedom, New York’s first defense
network by and for immigrants facing deportation, and co-author of Deportation 101, a
popular education curriculum which has become a nationally-known seminar used to
train thousands of leaders in community defense.

She has contributed to various publications including El Diario La Prensa, Caribbean
Life, Gotham Gazette, ColorLines, LeftTurn, and New American Media. Shahani teaches
at New York University and has been on ongoing source for immigration coverage in
various local and national media outlets.

Shahani received the Charles H. Revson Fellowship at Columbia University, a Union
Square Award for co-founding Families for Freedom, and a New Voices Fellowship from
the Academy for Educational Development.

Omar Henriquez:

Henriquez was the editor for the first Hispanic newspaper in Long Island, £/ Vocero. He
also had extensive experiences in labor and immigrant rights advocacy with Workplace
Project in Hempstead, the Service Employees International Union (SEIU) Eastern Region
and the New York Committee for Occupational Safety and Health.

In 1992, Mr. Henriquez worked for Workplace Project as an organizer of day laborers in
Hempstead, New York. Four years later, he returned to his native El Salvador to act as
the press coordinator for The Sao Paulo Forum, an event that brought together 115
progressive political parties from Latin American and Europe.

Mr. Henriquez also worked as the immigration campaign coordinator for the Service
Employees International Union, SEIU Eastern Region, concentrating on a nation-wide
initiative to achieve immigration benefits that will culminate in the legalization of all
hard working, tax paying, undocumented workers. Presently, he works as a consultant on
immigration, media, labor and civic participation.

Margaret Fung:

Fung is a co-founder and executive director of the Asian American Legal Defense and
Education Fund (AALDEF), a 33-year old nonprofit organization that protects and
promotes the civil rights of Asian Americans through litigation, advocacy and community
education. She graduated from Barnard College and received her law degree from New
York University Law School, where she was a member of the NYU Law Review, an
Arthur Garfield Hays Civil Liberties Fellow and a Root-Tilden Scholar. Ms. Fung was a
Revson Fellow at Columbia University in 1990-91, where she studied journalism, and
received an honorary LL.D. from CUNY Law School in 1997.

Ms. Fung testified before the U.S. House Judiciary Committee on the Voting Rights
Language Assistance Act in 1992, calling for the expanded provision of language
assistance to over 200,000 Asian Americans nationwide. Her advocacy efforts led to the



first fully translated Chinese-language ballots in New York City for the 1994 elections.

In 2005 and 2006, she was invited again to testify before both the House and Senate
Judiciary Committees, in support of reauthorization of key provisions of the Voting
Rights Act. Congress passed the Fannie Lou Hamer, Rosa Parks and Coretta Scott King
Voting Rights Act Reauthorization and Amendments Act in 2006, extending the VRA for
another 25 years.

HiH

NYCMA 2008 Election Initiative: Unions, Elections and Immigration
- A Media Workshop -

In a tightly contested presidential race, increasingly we look at the power of
endorsements to tip the election. With labor unions aggressively wooing immigrant
workers to their ranks -- be they documented or not -- how are union presidential
endorsements responsive to immigrant union members and what is the impact of the
leverage fueled by unions’ voting power?

This two-hour workshop is specially designed for ethnic journalists to open a dialogue
with labor rights advocates and union organizers. The panelists will share their opinions
on the rationale behind a union endorsement, the strategies employed by unions to engage
their members in the democratic process, and the key issues they desire the candidates
and the media to address, such as absence of quality healthcare, job loss due to
outsourcing abroad, and labor rights for undocumented workers.

Please join Amy Sugimori of New York Civic Participation Project; Ai-Jen Poo, with
Domestic Workers United and the Committee Against Anti-Asian Violence (CAAAV);
Zita Allen, veteran labor reporter and currently director of communications for District
Council 37, AFSCME, AFL-CIO, the largest public employee union in N.Y.C.; and Sean
Basinski of the “Street Vendor Project” at the Urban Justice Center in New York City.

WHAT: Can unions make a difference for immigrants in the Presidential
Elections?
WHEN: April 4, 2008, 2 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. (Tomorrow!)

WHERE: The Fund for the City of New York
121 Avenue of the Americas, 6th Floor, New York

(Take No. 1 train to 7th Avenue and Canal Street, or the A, C, E train to
Canal Street and walk two blocks north on 6th Avenue)

To R.S.V.P., please contact Ka Chan, communications director for New York
Community Media Alliance at 212-279-1442 or via email at nycomm(@indypressny.or


mailto:nycomm@indypressny.org

GUEST SPEAKERS BRIEF BIOS
Zita Allen:

A veteran reporter on labor issues for over 10 years, Ms. Allen has been a regular
contributor for the Amsterdam News, the nation’s largest African American weekly, and
was the editor of the union newspaper for 1199 SEIU, DC 37.

In the 1990s, Ms. Allen was an associate editor of the Public Employee Press, winning
several labor journalism awards, including the coveted Max Steinbock Award for
“humanistic spirit in journalism” for a feature highlighting DC 37 members’ heroic work
with people with AIDS. In 2005, she produced extensive coverage on the strike by the
Transit Workers Union in New York City.

Besides teaching strategic communications to labor and human rights activists at Cornell
School of Industrial and Labor Relations and Columbia University, she is also the author
of Black Women Leaders of the Civil Rights Movement.

Ms. Allen is currently the director of communications for District Council 37, AFSCME,
AFL-CIO, the largest public employee union in N.Y.C. and is a member of the executive
board of International Labor Communication Association.

Sean Basinski:

Sean Basinski is the director of the “Street Vendor Project” at the Urban Justice Center in
New York City. The Street Vendor Project is a membership-based organization of more
than 650 vendors that acts as a center for vendor organizing, legal assistance and
advocacy.

Founded by Mr. Basinski in 2001, the Street Vendor Project aims to reach out to vendors
on the street by educating them about legal rights and organizing them to participate in
the political process that determines their fate.

Before receiving a fellowship from the Initiative for Public Interest Law at Yale Law
School, Mr. Basinski spent eight months selling burritos from a cart on 52™ Street and
Park Avenue in New York City. He received a B.S. from the Wharton School of the
University of Pennsylvania and a J.D. from Georgetown University Law Center.

Ai-Jen Poo:

Ai-Jen is an organizer with Domestic Workers United and the Committee Against Anti-
Asian Violence (CAAAYV). She has been organizing immigrant women workers since
1997. She is also on the Board of Jobs with Justice and Social Justice Leadership, and
serves on the Coordinating Committee of Grassroots Global Justice.



Founded in April of 2000, DWU was launched as part of the Women Workers Project of
CAAAYV and Andolan: Organizing South Asian Workers. Ms. Poo, whose feminist
activism took root in college, joined CAAAV as a member in 1995; by 1996 she was on
staff, organizing Asian immigrant women working in various low wage service
industries, eventually focusing on domestic workers.

In 2002, Ms. Poo and her organization successfully petitioned for legislation that would
hold employment agencies responsible for informing both employers and workers of
employee rights. In March of 2005, DWU’s work led to the introduction of a Domestic
Workers Bill of Rights in the New York State legislature that calls for a living wage,
health care, and basic benefits for all domestic workers. The bill currently awaits a vote in
the Labor Committees of the Senate and the Assembly.

Amy Sugimori:

Amy Sugimori is the Executive Director of La Fuente, a not-for-profit organization that
hosts projects such as the New York Civic Participation Project (NYCPP) and the Long
Island Civic Participation Project, that develop community-labor partnerships to engage
in organizing and leadership development to promote civic participation in immigrant
communities.

Prior becoming the Executive Director of La Fuente, she was an attorney with the
National Employment Law Project where she provided support to labor and community
groups organizing and participating in policy advocacy around the country to advance
the rights of low-wage immigrant workers. She also spent time living and working in
Texas where she worked on litigation on behalf of rural and agricultural workers. She is a
graduate of New York University School of Law.



